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victims Time should clutch, and to cause them to live for ever in
his immortal verse. And muttering the name of SHAKSPEABE, TIME,
spread his Roc-like wings, and fled the controuling presence. And
the liberated Court of the Fairies, with Titania at their head,
flocked around the gentle Ghost, giving him thanks, nodding to
him, and doing him curtesies, who had crowned them henceforth
with a permanent existence, to live in the minds of men, while
verse shall have power to charm, or Midsummer moons shall
brighten.

*        *        *

What particular endearments passed between the Fairies and
their Poet, passes my pencil to delineate; but if you are curious
to be informed, I must refer you, gentle reader, to the " Plea of
the [Midsummer] Fairies," a most agreeable Poem, lately put forth
by my friend, Thomas Hood : of the first half of which the above is
nothing but a meagre, and a harsh, prose-abstract. Farewell.

EUA.
The words of Mercury are harsh after the songs of Apollo.

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
(1827)

CHARLES LAMB born in the Inner Temple 10 Feb. 1775
V^/ educated in Christ's Hospital afterwards a clerk in the
Accountants office East India House pensioned off from that
service 18&5 after 33 years service, is now a Gentleman at large,
can remember few specialities in his life worth noting except
that he once caught a swallow flying (teste Slid mann);
below the middle stature, cast of face slightly Jewish, with no
Judaic tinge In his complexional religion; stammers abominably
and is therefore more apt to discharge his occasional conversation
in a quaint aphorism or a poor quibble than in set and edifying
speeches; has consequently been libelled as a person always aiming
at wit, which, as he told a dull fellow that charged him with it,
is at least as good as aiming at dulness; a small eater but not
drinker; confesses a partiality for the production of the juniper
berry, was a fierce smoker of Tobacco, but may be resembled to a
volcano burnt out, emitting only now and then a casual puff. Has